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Abstract

The present editorial object is to make us aware of the role that scientific production has in patient safety. Our goal
shall be to provide the best neurosurgical praxis parameters supported by the best scientific evidence, developed in strict
alignment to current research and publishing ethics, to warrant patient safety in every process of neurosurgical care.
Once this has been said, be the worldwide neurosurgical scientific community welcome to publish in Archives of
Neurosurgery, a new journal that will make publishing possible for every neurosurgeon around the world, to become
the scientific home of Neurosurgery.
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T oday more than ever, the Hippocratic pre-
cept “Primum non-nocere” remains true and

shall be permanent in the mind of every physician
in the world. Its role in healthcare translates into a
culture for Patient Safety during praxis, that in
fact, shall define the concept of Neurosurgery it-
self. On the 72nd World Health Assembly sus-
tained on May 25th, 2019, the World Health
Organization established the “Global action on
patient Safety” with the single objective “No one
should be harmed in health care” [1].
It should be an objective of any government

intending public health to promote sufficient access
to high-quality healthcare services. Institutions and
Healthcare systems are obligated to have stan-
dardized processes that warrant the proper infra-
structure (workforce, facilities, equipment)and
information to provide individuals with healthcare
services that meet their high expectations at a
reasonable cost, fulfilling the user's satisfaction and
accomplishing health goals with the best medical

practices. In other words, safety is a right of patients,
but even further, it is a responsibility of the State,
Healthcare organizations, and every individual
involved in healthcare, including the patient.
Nevertheless, it is vital to understand that between
the physician's effort to provide and the well-
intended high expectative of the patient to receive
high-quality healthcare, there exist unexpected sit-
uations called: complications, errors, near-mistakes,
adverse events, or sentinel events. Then, patient
safety is the absence of preventable harm to a pa-
tient during the process of healthcare and the
reduction of risk of unnecessary harm associated
with healthcare to an acceptable minimum [2]. An
acceptable minimum refers to the collective notions
of given current knowledge, resources available,
and the context in which care was delivered
weighted against the risk of non-treatment or other
treatment [2]. To warranty patient safety during
surgery, avoiding any possible event, we must
consider four elements: 1) the patient's characteris-
tics, 2) the coexisting morbidity burden, 3) the
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severity of disease been treated, and 4) the surgical
treatment [3]. These elements include the following
factors: the healthcare system (including the
healthcare-related personnel and the healthcare
devices), the physician or surgeons, the patient, and
the illness. The certification process of each factor
serves as a qualifier to discern between their
controllable or uncontrollable nature. Healthcare
systems are certified by International Organisms
such as the World Health Organization; Institutions
are certified by the Joint Commission and local
governmental institutions, and devices certified by
local dependences such as the FDA in the United
States or the COFEPRIS in Mexico. Physicians and
Surgeons are certified by peers in local Specialty
Councils to warranty the specific competencies
required by its specialty. Oxford University recently
defined that a surgical team's performance depends
on Technical but also non-Technical skills, some-
thing similar to aviation safety procedures, a
concept that must be included in the certification
process to warranty patient safety at all costs.
The present editorial object is to make us aware of

the role that scientific production has in patient
safety. Our goal shall be to provide the best
neurosurgical praxis parameters supported by the
best scientific evidence, developed in strict align-
ment to current research and publishing ethics, to
warrant patient safety in every process of neuro-
surgical care. Once this has been said, be the
worldwide neurosurgical scientific community
welcome to publish in Archives of Neurosurgery, a
new journal that will make publishing possible for
every neurosurgeon around the world, to become
the scientific home of Neurosurgery.
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References

[1] WHO. World patient safety day. 72nd world health assembly.
2019.

[2] WHO. Patient safety. World Health Organization (WHO)2;
2019.

[3] Mirza SK, Deyo RA, Heagerty PJ, Turner JA, Lee LA, Goodkin
R. Towards standardized measurement of adverse events in
spine surgery: Conceptual model and pilot evaluation. BMC
Musculoskeletal Disorders 2006;7:1e16.

[4] Sockrider M. What is “the flu”? [Internet] American Journal of
Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine 2020;202:P21e2.
Available from: https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/
1918-flu-pandemic.

[5] John Hopkins. Coronavirus dashboard [Internet] [cited 2020
Dec 15]. Available from: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.
html; 2020.

[6] [Internet] M�exico, el país con m�as personal m�edico muerto
por coronavirus. 2020 [cited 2020 Dec 15]. Available from:
https://www.forbes.com.mx/noticias-mexico-pais-con-mas-
personal-medico-muerto-por-coronavirus/.

2 JOS�E ANTONIO SORIANO S�ANCHEZ ET AL
PRIMUM NON-NOCERE

Archives of Neurosurgery
2021;1(1):1e2

E
D
IT

O
R
IA

L
-IN

V
IT

E
D

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/1918-flu-pandemic
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/1918-flu-pandemic
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://www.forbes.com.mx/noticias-mexico-pais-con-mas-personal-medico-muerto-por-coronavirus/
https://www.forbes.com.mx/noticias-mexico-pais-con-mas-personal-medico-muerto-por-coronavirus/

	“PRIMUM NON NOCERE”, THE ROLE OF RESEARCH IN MEETING THIS PRIMARY OBJECTIVE IN NEUROSURGICAL PRAXIS.
	Recommended Citation

	“PRIMUM NON NOCERE”, THE ROLE OF RESEARCH IN MEETING THIS PRIMARY OBJECTIVE IN NEUROSURGICAL PRAXIS.
	Abstract
	Visual Abstract

	Keywords
	Creative Commons License
	Cover Page Footnote
	Authors

	“Primum Non Nocere”, the Role of Research in Meeting this Primary Objective in Neurosurgical Praxis
	Acknowledgments
	References


